Sizes and sources of field placement error in routine irradiation for prostate cancer.
Discrepancies between prescribed and treated field edges have been measured from 76 film pairs taken on 29 patients being treated for prostate cancer. The distribution of field edge discrepancies is described by a standard deviation of 4.5 mm and has an average absolute value of 3.5 mm. The observed discrepancies are shown to be attributable to field position errors and hence, in principle, are easily rectifiable.